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 GALLUP —   After two hours of 
testimony from citizens, the Gallup 
City Council voted unanimously to 
bar the transfer of a package liquor 
license from its location downtown to 
the north side.

The license, owned by George 
Athens, has been at 200 W. Coal Ave. 
for the past  ve years. Athens applied 
to have the license moved to the loca-

tion of the former Plaza Cafe at 820 
W. Maloney Ave. The application 
would also transfer ownership of the 
license from Athens to Ace Athens 
LLC, a corporation in which Athens 
is the sole proprietor.

Attorney Marc Lowry spoke on 
behalf of Athens in favor of the trans-
fer of the license.

Lowry told the council that Ath-
ens has lived in Gallup since he was 
3 years old and has spent his life im-
proving the quality of life of the com-
munity.

Lowry said there is no better citi-

zen than Athens to operate the busi-
ness in a way that cooperates with all 
local and state laws, while ensuring 
community safety.

That business plan for the location 
includes using large glass windows in 
the front of the business so employees 
can monitor who is coming into the 
location, implementing a no-sale-to-
walkers rule — where the business 
would not sell to individuals that 
walk up to the location as opposed to 
driving — and special staff training  Cayla Nimmo/Independent 

 People wishing to speak against the transfer of a liquor license raise their 
hands during the Gallup City Council meeting in Gallup Tuesday. 

 City denies transfer of license to new location 
Liquor store resisted

By Sonia Waraich
Staff writer
education@gallupindependent.com 

 GALLUP —   Though twice as many people showed up 
to vote in this year’s school board elections compared with 
years past, voter turnout was still low at just under 8 percent.

Rick Palochak, director of the McKinley County Bureau 
of Elections, said 3,321 of the 41,159 voters registered came 
out to vote in last week’s election. That’s compared to 1,607 
voters in 2015 and 1,659 in 2013.

The county precincts had the lowest turnouts, Palochak 
said by phone Tuesday, while voters in districts 4 and 5 
turned out in larger numbers. Palochak said he was surprised 
District 2 didn’t have as high a turnout considering the con-
troversy surrounding Albuquerque resident Sandra Jeff run-
ning for the Gallup-McKinley County Schools Board of 
Education position after being appointed by the board in late 
summer.

“The big numbers were really in District 5,” Palochak 
said.

After the results were certi  ed riday, there were no 
changes in the election results.

Charles Long won District 2 with 362 over reda Joe, 

 School election 
turnout good, 
but below 8% 

By Marley Shebala
Diné Bureau
navajo1@gallupindependent.com 

 TSE BONITO —   The Valentine’s Day message from 
the Navajo Nation Council Resources and Development 
Committee to Navajo Agricultural Products Industry, 
Pumpkin Patch undraiser and Upland Desert Popcorn 
was to kiss and make up, or else.

After about two hours of debate Tuesday, the commit-
tee unanimously voted to table Legislation 0044-17, a 
15-year lease between the tribe, Pumpkin Patch and Up-
land Desert Popcorn for 14 days and allow NAPI, Pump-
kin Patch and Upland Desert to resolve their dispute or 
the Resources and Development Committee would take 
the necessary steps to end it.

The committee did not elaborate on what their neces-
sary steps would be.

According to the legislation, the dispute began when 
NAPI informed Pumpkin Patch and Upland Desert that it 
would not renew their lease when it ended Dec. 31.

The Pumpkin Patch had its  rst lease with NAPI to 
grow and sell pumpkins in 1991, which was expanded to 
include Upland Desert. In 2001, Upland Desert entered 
a lease with NAPI to grow popping corn and distribute 
popcorn products.

According to the legislation, the two companies have 
invested about $7 million in facilities to support its agri-
cultural operations.

Resources and Development Committee Chairman Al-
ton Shepherd noted that he does not succumb to political 
pressure and both NAPI and Pumpkin Patch know that.

NAPI Board of Directors Chairman Lorenzo Begay 
issued an editorial opinion eb. 1, which he titled “NAPI 

 NAPI, Pumpkin 
Patch directed 
to kiss & make up 
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 NTU to expand manufacturing, start industry on Navajo 
 By Vida Volkert

Staff writer 
eastnavajo@gallupindependent.com 

    CROWNPOINT — Authorities at Navajo 
Technical University want to start a manufac-
turing business at the Crownpoint campus and 
develop a new industry on the Navajo Nation.

NTU President Elmer Guy said on Thursday his 
staff is preparing a budget proposal to present to the 
Navajo Nation Investment Committee. They want to 
model the project to follow the line of Sigma Labs, 
a Santa e company that builds metal products for 
customers in areas such as aerospace, health care and 
automotive.

“We want to purchase a metal printer and produce 
parts for any number of companies and government 
agencies, including the U.S. Department of Defense. 
Parts for auto motors. Print medical supplies. It’s really 

 Cayla Nimmo/Independent 

 Scott Halliday shows an example of what students 
can create using the 3-D printer in the Fabrication 
Lab at Navajo Technical University in Crownpoint 
Tuesday. 

 Cayla Nimmo/Independent 

 Scott Halliday explains how each 3-D printer works and the pros and cons of each during his class at Na-
vajo Technical University in Crownpoint Tuesday. 

 By Kathy Helms
Cibola County Bureau
cibola@gallupindependent.com 

 GRANTS —   In light of Cibo-
la County’s  nancial uneasiness, 
the Board of Commissioners set 
a new pay scale for the chief dep-
uties of elected of  cials during a 
special meeting Thursday. To say 
that some people were unhappy is 
an understatement.

The commission began dis-
cussing the item at its Jan. 26 
meeting but got bogged down 
over a disagreement on what 
percentage of the sheriff’s salary 
should be paid to the undersheriff 
and his executive secretary.

The resolution presented at that 
meeting called for the county to 
compensate the undersheriff, the 
chief deputy assessor, chief depu-
ty clerk and chief deputy treasurer 
based on experience. At four years 
or less experience, the employee 
would receive 70 percent of the 
elected of  cial’s salary  at four to 
six years with the respective coun-
ty of  ce, the employee would be 
compensated at 80 percent  and at 
more than six years, 90 percent.

“My undersheriff has over 21 
years of experience and he’s not at 
90 percent,” Cibola County Sher-
iff Tony Mace said. 

The salary of his executive sec-
retary, who also is appointed and 

has been working 
in the of  ce more 
than 13 years, is 
set at 58.3 percent 
of the sheriff’s 
salary and would 
have remained 
so under the pro-
posed resolution. 

County Man-
ager Tony Boyd 
said he and Mace 

agreed in 2015 on the current pay 
scale for those employees, so they 
would basically be exempt from 
the new salary schedule.

“I would encourage the com-
mission to think about this be-
cause that is going to stir a s--

tstorm in my of  ce,” Mace said. 
“I apologize, but there is no way 
that I am going to allow my exec-
utive secretary to make 58 percent 
of my salary with over 13 years of 
experience when she can quit and 
I can hire some guy off the street 
that has four years of experience 
and bring them in at 70 percent. 
That’s not fair to her. That’s not 
fair to my undersheriff.”

Salaries, bene  ts 2 0
Julie Quintana, administrative 

assistant to Boyd, pointed out that 

 Cibola sets pay scale for appointed officials 

See Cibola County 
Commission, Page 5

See NTU manufacturing, Page 5
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endless what you can produce 
with that kind of printer,” Guy 
said. “I think this is the job of 
the future.”

NTU established the digital 
manufacturing program in 2011. 
Over the years, an advanced 
manufacturing grant from the 
Kellogg Foundation has helped 
develop the program and NTU 
purchased laser scanners and 
a smaller 3-D printer that have 
allowed students to get their 
hands on 3-D printing projects 
for NASA. For example, they 
built a 3-D prototype of the 
Vesta Asteroid that NASA uses 
as a model during conferences.

With the aid of the sophis-
ticated 3-D printer and laser 
scanning technology, students 
have also produced 3-D lunar 
maps and lava tube maps of El 
Malpais. They have also worked 
in film production, creating 
models such as monster figures 
that were later scanned and 
digitalized for animation for the 
movie “Monster Slayer.”

With a more sophisticated 
3-D metal printer and more 
space at the NTU Center for 
Digital Technology Fab Lab, the 
university can start producing 
parts for numerous industries.

NTU Center for Digital 
Technology Fab Lab Director 
H. Scott Halliday said NTU 
officials have already met with 
the Promise Zone for advanced 
manufacturing on the Navajo 

Nation and received commit-
ments for the potential fund-
ing of $1.5 million for a new 
building. The Promise Zone 
is a federal initiative start-
ed during President Barack 
Obama’s administration that 
offers funding opportunities 
and tax breaks to businesses 
that hire unemployed workers 
and partner with underserved 
communities.

There is also the possibil-
ity of an additional matching 
amount of $1.5 million for a 
new building from the Navajo 

Nation Division of Economic 
Development. A new building 
could support additional tech-
nologies such as sensor devel-
opment and electrical fabrica-
tion, Halliday said.

“We also need a 3-D metal 
printer to work with Sigma 
Labs, so we can cut down our 
learning curve and increase 
production,” Halliday said. 
“That will increase our capa-
bilities for contracting and we 
expect to leverage that for a 
four to five machine production 
facility here on Navajo.”

New industry
The project has the support of 

Navajo Nation President Russell 
Begaye and Vice President Jona-
than Nez, who are looking for new 
industries on the reservation.

Citing the closure of the Navajo 
Generating Station power plant, 
which is scheduled to happen 
2019, Nez said the tribe “must 
begin preparing for the inevitable 
end to resource extraction as the 
primary economic provider for the 
tribal government.”

“Declining oil prices, strict 
U.S. (Environmental Protection 
Agency) regulations and the 
downturn in the coal industry 
have negatively affected Navajo 
royalty payments, taxes and other 
economic sources that once pro-
vided consistent annual income,” 
Nez said in a news release. “The 
Navajo Nation is partnering with 
Navajo Technical University to 
provide advanced manufacturing 
while simultaneously providing 
students opportunities in such 
lucrative  elds electrical engineer-
ing, digital manufacturing, 3D 
modeling, and more.”

Nez met with NTU of  cials 
and 13 other federal partners at 
NTU in December and discussed 
collaborative projects, including 
the manufacturing project at NTU, 
and a proposed solar project for 
the former Bennett Freeze area 
and community land use plans — 
both of which are eligible for a Ru-
ral Business Development Grant, 
according to the news release. 

 Cayla Nimmo/Independent 

 Adriane Tenequer listens to her professor Scott Halliday explain 
the difference between the 3-D printers available at Navajo Tech-
nical University in Crownpoint Tuesday. 

NTU manufacturing
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to employees to not sell to individuals 
who had walked up to the location.

‘The plague of another 
package liquor 
establishment’

Then came a  ood of comments 
from community members in opposi-
tion of the transfer.

McKinley County Sheriff Ron Sil-
versmith told the council that in just 
more than two years as sheriff and 
another 30 years as an of  cer with 
the Gallup Police Department, he has 
seen the issues that alcohol brings to 
the community. He said he knows 
both the city police of  cers and sher-
iff’s deputies’ hands are full trying to 
help the community, and another es-
tablishment would add to that.

“I don’t think we have the resourc-
es available to deal with the plague an-
other package liquor establishment is 
gonna bring,” Silversmith said.

He said he was against not only this 
transfer, but the transfer of any liquor 
license in the city.

The safety of children was a ma-
jor topic among speakers against the 
transfer.

David Moore, speaking on behalf 
of the Boys and Girls Club, said that 
if the transfer were approved, the club, 
located on the north side, would want 
increased police protection.

Moore said children are harassed 
by inebriated individuals on a daily 
basis outside of the club. He also said 

the children are witnesses to violence, 
urination and defecation, among other 
things with the vagrant population in 
the area.

Kristen Bischoff, principal of both 
Juan de Oñate Elementary and Wash-
ington Elementary schools, delivered 
a comment on behalf of the school dis-
trict and also spoke from experience 
running the schools.

In a statement read by Bischoff, 
Gallup-McKinley County Schools 
interim Superintendent Mike Hyatt 
stated that because of the proximity of 
the proposed establishment to a public 
school, the district is concerned about 
the safety of students. Hyatt stated the 
establishment would pose a constant 
risk for students.

Bischoff went on to say that the es-
tablishment of a package liquor store 
in that location would amplify issues 
already present. Bischoff said they 
deal with constant vandalism and loi-
tering on school property. She said 
students are also exposed to frequent 
violence from the vagrant population. 
Parents are forced to walk their chil-
dren to school because students were 
being harassed by drunken individu-
als in the neighborhood, she said.

Belinda Cross, a self-described 
long-time north side resident, said 
she has also seen the violence in the 
neighborhood. She said has witnessed 
the intimidation of children by va-
grants asking for money. She said she 
has also been harassed and threatened 
within the area.

“I feel unsafe in my own neighbor-
hood,” Cross said.

She said there are nine package 

liquor sales establishments between 
Wal-Mart to the west and the pro-
posed location.

“I was hit by a drunk driver there, 
and you want a package liquor store, 
George?” Clara Enriquez asked, di-
recting the question at Athens.

In all, 20 people took the stand to 
testify against the transfer of the li-
cense. At one point, because the coun-
cil chambers were so full, those who 
had already spoken were asked to go 
outside the chambers to allow others 
to come in and speak.

‘The problems on the 
north side still exist’

One person other than Lowry 
spoke in support of the transfer: Ath-
ens’ partner, Teresa Lowry.

Teresa Lowry said she was here in 
2011 for a similar hearing of a license 
transfer and heard all the same com-
plaints.

“So my question is what have you 
people done in the last six years? 
Nothing, ya know. And that gentle-
man has not sold one drop of alcohol,” 
Teresa Lowry said. “He has not sold 
any alcohol, yet the problems on the 
north side still exist.”

Teresa Lowry said Athens is not re-
sponsible for the issues present on the 
north side, yet it seemed that the com-
munity was placing all the responsi-
bility on his shoulders.

“So I ask, give him a chance, you’ve 
got nothing to lose, maybe people get 
jobs,” Teresa Lowry told the council.

The audience groaned at the state-
ment.

Echoing what some of the opposi-
tion speakers had said, Teresa Lowry 
said the problem was more likely be-
ing caused by St. Joseph Soup Kitch-
en and Shelter, aka Casa San Martin, 
which creates heavy vagrant traf  c in 
the area.

‘An extraordinary 
high number of calls 
for service’

After both sides had been heard, 
the city presented some historical po-
lice data on the area.

“The north side zone, as a police 
area, has an extraordinarily high 
number of calls for service,” City 
Manager Maryann Ustick said.

Presenting data on the area near 
the proposed site, the city displayed 
two maps that showed the amount of 
alcohol-related calls for service. The 
 rst map, which focused on a half 

mile and 1 mile radius from 820 W. 
Maloney Ave., showed 314 calls in the 
past year. All calls were alcohol-relat-
ed.

The second map showed a half 
mile radius from the site with 989 
total calls from January 2015 to De-
cember 2016. Ustick said these calls 
were strictly related to intoxicated 
persons. The second map only in-
cluded the  rst radius because of the 
massive number of calls. Most of the 
calls originated from the block of the 
proposed location.

Before the vote, Councilor Yogash 
Kumar said that while he believes 
Casa San Martin had good intentions 

for the community when it was creat-
ed, it has become detrimental to the 
area. He added another opportunity 
in a liquor store wouldn’t help the sit-
uation.

“George is my friend, we trav-
eled to China and Spain, but certain 
things, even I won’t put there, because 
I know better,” Kumar said.

Councilor Linda Garcia said she 
has been hearing these same com-
plaints from north side residents in 
her monthly community meetings.

“We’re just tired of being known 
as the killing  elds on the north side, 
especially that area, and we’re tired 
of being a dumping ground,” Garcia 
said, “And we’re just saying, no more 
liquor establishments.”

The option to appeal 
to the state

The council voted unanimously 
against the transfer of the license.

“We’re obviously disappointed, 
but we can’t say it was unexpected,” 
Marc Lowry said after the meeting.

He said Athens has the option to 
appeal the city’s decision and will be 
carefully considering that option.

City Attorney George Kozelis-
ki said the decision goes back to the 
New Mexico Alcohol and Gaming 
Division for  nal approval. The state 
has the option to overrule the city 
and issue the license transfer anyway, 
something Kozeliski said happens to 
Gallup more often than they’d like.

“It can be appealed, but it won’t 
come back to the city,” he said. 
“We’ve had our say.” 

Gallup City Council
Continued from Page 1

if the executive secretary’s salary were to be bumped 
up to 90 percent, “that’s a $26,000 raise for her. What 
about us? That’s not fair to us.”

Boyd reiterated that the previous agreement ne-
gotiated with the sheriff still applied; however, Dave 
Pato, the county’s attorney, said the proposed salary 
range would apply to current as well as new person-
nel. After further debate, the item was tabled.

Although the commission packet for the Feb. 9 
meeting contained the same resolution with the same 
proposed pay scale, a new version was substituted at 
the last minute, Boyd said.

“This one does not mention your staff at all. We 
took them out of this one,” Boyd told Mace. “We 
met yesterday and the commission wanted to look at 
something different. This is the newest version right 
here. This is strictly for the chief deputy assessor, chief 
deputy clerk and chief deputy treasurer.”

“Under the new one that we’re bringing tonight as 
another option is 70 percent for four years and then 80 
percent for more than four years,” Boyd said.

Commissioner Martha Garcia asked if the commis-
sion could be provided with copies of the new reso-
lution.

Cuts all around?
County Treasurer Kathy Lente-Gonzales said she 

budgeted for the increase for her chief deputy treasur-
er, Delores  .

“I turned in paperwork where Delores would get 
90 percent of what I’m making. We’re talking about 
experience. You know what, she’s got 15 years expe-
rience within the county. Now who is going to take 
a step back for their salaries?” Lente-Gonzales said. 
“I remember back in 2003 when I was the chief dep-
uty clerk, the commissioners, they only got $275 a 
month.

“This is wrong, because Delores needs to get 90 
percent, and I signed the paperwork for her to get 90 
percent of what I make,” she said. “If we all have to 
do without one person in the of  ce, then so be it. The 
of  ce will still run.”

Boyd asked her: “So you’re saying you want to 
make the higher salary and yet lay off people?”

“All I know is that I’m coming in as an elected 
of  cial,” Lente-Gonzales said. “I signed paperwork 
for her to get 90 percent. It’s a shame to put her back. 
She’s coming in with a lot of experience — a past 
chief deputy, a past treasurer and then a chief deputy 
again. I don’t agree with it.”

Budgets are based on expected and anticipated rev-
enues versus anticipated expenditures. If the revenues 
are not there, then there is no money to support that 
budget, Boyd said.

Lente-Gonzales argued that the last commissioners 
signed off on the 90 percent.

“Right. But if the money is not there, how do you 
pay that budget out? How do you do it? You’re the 
treasurer, you tell me,” Boyd said.

Lente-Gonzales didn’t answer the question but 
pointed out that the commission approved funding at 
its last meeting for the nonpro  t Future Foundations 
Family Center.

“You guys had cut all the nonpro  t organizations,” 
she said.

Jenna Rodriguez, chief deputy assessor, said she is 
making 90 percent.

“My of  ce is fully staffed at 13 people,” she said. “I 
have  ve people now. I would gladly take 60 or 70 or 
whatever, because there’s a huge gap in their $20,000 
salary to my $60,000. When Delores hired me in the 
treasurer’s of  ce, I was at $8 (an hour). I’m making a 
good salary, but I can’t do the job myself. I need help.”

Vallejos also addressed commissioners.
“I’m the one that’s not making 90 percent based on 

my experience,” she said. “I don’t mind taking a cut, 
I really don’t. But then, I think everybody else should 
take a cut. Commissioners, you guys just got a raise. 
Are you willing to take a cut based on your experi-
ence?”

Pato said the board is constitutionally precluded 
from increasing or decreasing elected of  cials’ com-
pensation during their term of of  ce. 

The new version of the resolution was approved 
with the caveat that the board reserves the right to 
revisit the resolution subject to the availability of 
funds. 

Cibola County Commission
Continued from Page 1

who received 145, and incumbent Jeff, who received 111.
Christopher Mortensen won District 4 with 400 votes compared to the 

283 received by his contender Brenda Chicharello.
Michael W. Schaaf won District 5 by a large margin, receiving 770 votes, 

while his contenders Esther Macias and Gerald Anthony O’Hara received 
218 and 109, respectively.

In terms of the University of New Mexico-Gallup Local Advisory Board, 
incumbent Priscilla A. Smith won the Position 1 seat with 1,782 votes while 

Edwin J. Begay received 1,158. Marvin Murphy, who received 961, votes 
lost the Position 2 seat to incumbent Ralph Richards, who received 2,076 
votes.

The Zuni Public Schools district had the lowest turnout with all can-
didates running unopposed. Jerome Haskie received 86 votes for Position 
3, Shelly C. Chimoni received 82 votes for Position 4 and Willard Zuni 
received 58 votes for Position 5.

Voters approved both a general obligation bond (2,287 votes for and 669 
votes against approval) and a 1 mill tax (1,938 votes for and 1,144 against 
approval) as well. 

School board election
Continued from Page 1

will not succumb to political 
pressure to issue lease in violation 
of Navajo Nation law.”

Begay’s editorial focused 
on the legislation; its sponsor, 
Council Delegate Leonard Tsosie; 
and the fact that Pumpkin Patch 
and Upland Desert were owned by 
“non-Indians/non-Navajos.”

 Not racial
Tsosie, in the presentation of 

his bill to the committee, said 
some of the public comments on 
his legislation were racial and that 
was not the intent of his bill.

“This is not a red-versus-white 
issue,” he said. “This is an eco-
nomic development issue and it 
addresses employment issues near 
Farmington. And we’re not giving 
away the NAPI farm because 
RDC has authority to oversee the 
lease.”

Tsosie remembered how NAPI 
and Pumpkin Patch got along, 
worked together and relied on 

each other about 20 years ago.
He added that Pumpkin Patch 

helped transport water to commu-
nities on the Navajo Reservation 
during the Gold King Mine Spill.

Pumpkin Patch and Upland 
Desert employ about 600 sea-
sonal workers and 30 permanent 
employees, who are all Navajo, 
Tsosie said. 

“When I learned about the 
stress between Pumpkin Patch and 
NAPI more than two years ago, I 
asked NAPI to resolve it,” he said. 
“It never happened.”

According to an Oct. 21 
Cronkite News article, NAPI CEO 
Wilton Charley said the business 
relationship between NAPI and 
Pumpkin Patch provided jobs and 
generated revenues for the tribe.

 Navajo Nation lease
Tsosie recalled a meeting that 

the Resources and Development 
Committee held a month ago in 
Farmington with NAPI to ask the 
entity again to resolve its dispute 
with Pumpkin Patch and Upland 

Desert.
“I said the only way to resolve 

this issue is a direct lease between 
the Nation and Pumpkin Patch,” 
he said. “There are workers out 
there that rely on Pumpkin Patch 
to take care of their families and 
to take care of the farm.

“(NAPI) is the Navajo peo-
ple’s farm. It doesn’t belong to 
the NAPI board, CEO of NAPI,” 
Tsosie said. “I don’t deny this 
lease is a policy shift, but it allows 
NAPI to be there and accommo-
date the economic development 
ventures of Pumpkin Patch and 
NAPI.”

Shepherd said the Resources 
and Development Committee 
directed the NAPI board a year 
ago to resolve its dispute with 
Pumpkin Patch.

“I don’t have con  dence in the 
board,” he said. “And so Leonard 
Tsosie took it upon himself to do a 
legislative  x.”

Shepherd said he’s also con-
cerned about why the NAPI board 
has not presented a master lease 
to the tribe for the farm land and 

water it uses. He said maybe it’s 
because NAPI can’t pay the tribe 
for the use of the farm land and 
water.

According to the legislation, 
NAPI has no leasing authority 
because it has no approved master 
lease.

Tsosie said he didn’t oppose 
the tabling of his legislation 
because it would allow Pumpkin 
Patch and Upland Desert to sit 
down with NAPI to obtain what 
NAPI is paying for the water 
and the land so Pumpkin Patch 
and Upland Desert can be fairly 
charged for NAPI land and water.

Shepherd said he hopes the 14 
days is not a waste of time.

He added that the Resources 
and Development Committee 
will renew its effort for NAPI to 
submit a master lease.

Last week, NAPI  led a 
lawsuit and a temporary restrain-
ing order in the Navajo Nation 
Shiprock District Court against 
Pumpkin Patch and Upland Desert 
for being on NAPI without a 
lease. 

NAPI
Continued from Page 1


	NTU1 (1)
	ntu2 (1)

